The Musical Mycologist

By Kalia Kliban, November 2010

2 couples facing each other
6/8, USA

Tune: The Hideous Gomphidius by Chris Knepper
I

A1  
1-4 
With partner, fall backward away from other couple then lead back in.

       
5-8  
Set and turn single, ending facing partner.

A2  
1-4  
With opposite, fall backward away from partner then lead back in.

       
5-8  
Set and turn single, ending facing opposite.
B1   
1  
Go 2 steps forward toward opposite and take 2 hands with opposite.
      
2  
With opposite, slip 2 steps away from partner.
     
3-4
Wide cast away from opposite to meet partner well outside the original set (see notes).

5-6  
With partner, lead 4 steps forward toward opposites.

7-8
Big mushroom (see notes) turn single, toward partner (and your joined hands) to start.  End next to opposite, facing partner.  
B2
1-8
Repeat B1, going forward toward, then slipping outward with partner.
II
A1  
1-4 
With partner, right-shoulder siding (Shaw).

       
5-8  
Set and turn single, ending facing opposite.

A2  
1-4  
With opposite, left-shoulder siding.

       
5-8  
Set and turn single, ending facing opposite.

B1 and 2 as above.

III
A1  
1-4 
With partner, arm right.

       
5-8  
Set and turn single, ending facing opposite.

A2  
1-4  
With opposite, arm left.

       
5-8  
Set and turn single, ending facing opposite.

B1 and 2 as above.

Notes:
    Imagine that your set is centered in a circle.  Now draw lines through the center to divide the circle into 4 quarters.  Except during the siding and the arming, each dancer stays strictly inside the bounds of their own quarter of the dance space.  During the chorus, you meet your opposite /partner (resist the urge to take hands with the person you are moving forward with, as there it makes it difficult to take hands with the person you are moving forward toward), slip out to the edge of the circle, then cast away from them, following the edge of the circle until you meet your partner/ opposite.  Then lead in and mushroom turn single back the way you came.
    A “mushroom turn single” is a symmetrical, mirrored turn single, like a cloverleaf, but turning in the opposite direction from a cloverleaf.  As you lead in toward the center of the set, start the mushroom by turning toward the person you led in with.
    End the A2 with a little space between you and your opposite, since the B1 starts with taking 2 steps toward that opposite.  Likewise, at the end of the B1, end with a little space between you and your partner to allow for the 2 steps forward at the beginning of the B2.

