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How to get the beamtime:

• Make an account

• Submit a proposal (standard or rapid access)

• Request a beamtime

• Experiment!

• Info:

https://www-ssrl.slac.stanford.edu/content/user-

resources/proposal-submittal-and-scheduling-

procedures-research
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Proposals

Two Three types:

• Standard

three times per year, deadlines: 5/1, 8/1, 11/1

3-5 pages

if accepted, can request beam 3x/year for 2 years

• Rapid access

smaller projects

1 page

up to a day of beamtime (3 shifts)

• Structural Molecular Biology Multi-Technique Proposals (NEW)

Crystallography + BioSAXS + CryoEM
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Standard proposal

• Background/Significance (Provide a brief description of the current state of the chosen research 

area, concentrating on any gaps in current understanding that this proposal is designed to address. The 

significance of the research question being addressed should also be discussed. Essentially, answer the 

questions 'why is this research of interest?'. Be clear and concise; remember that reviewers may not be 

precisely in your area of research.)

• Specific Aims (Itemize the particular questions you want to answer, preferably as a numbered or 

bulleted list. Very briefly, describe how these questions target the overall research question discussed 

above.)

• Planned Experiments (Preferably organized by your Specific Aims, state the experiments that you 

plan to perform in pursuit of the answers to your specific aims. Be explicit with samples you will examine, 

techniques you will employ, and results you might expect. It may be appropriate to comment on how you 

would respond to difficulties encountered.)

• Data Interpretation Methods (Provide a brief overview of the methods of data interpretation you 

intend to use and of your experience, if appropriate.)

• Need for Synchrotron Radiation and SSRL (Describe why you believe that the synchrotron 

radiation techniques you propose are required or desirable to pursue your specific aims. If you are 

familiar with SSRL beam lines, specify which beam line(s) you want to use for your experiments and why; 

estimate how much beam time will be required, preferably organized by your Specific Aims.)

• References (Provide references to related work, including work demonstrating characterization by 

more conventional methods.)
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Making an account / logging in

https://userportal.slac.stanford.edu/

https://userportal.slac.stanford.edu/
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Submit a proposal

From the ‘Proposals’ drop down menu select ‘Submit SSRL 

XRAY or VUV Proposal’. (for stadard or rapid) or 

‘Submit Structural Biology-related Multi-Technique Proposal’



7

On the following page you can select the proposal type

Submit a proposal
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Standard proposal

Important thing is to select ‘Bio’ in ‘Research Area Review 

Panel(s)’ and ‘4-2, Bio SAXS’ in ‘Experimental Stations’ 

section (page 1 of 3).
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Rapid access proposal

Important thing is to select ‘4-2, Bio SAXS’ in ‘Experimental 

Stations’ section (page 1 of 3).
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Structural Biology-related Multi-Technique Proposal
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Submitting a proposal

• On the next page (2 of 3) you will enter the necessary 

safety information. Please provide any additional 

information about your sample(s) and upload 

corresponding MSDS file(s) if possible.

• On the last page (3 of 3) you will able to review your 

proposal and submit it.



Standard/Multi-technique proposal

Request beamtime
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Request beamtime



17

Request beamtime

Page 1 of 3
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Request beamtime

Page 1 of 3
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Request beamtime

Page 1 of 3
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Request beamtime

Page 2 of 3
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Request beamtime

Page 2 of 3
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Request beamtime

Page 2 of 3
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Request beamtime

Page 3 of 3
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Request beamtime

Page 3 of 3
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Request beamtime

Page 3 of 3
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Beamtime requested



During the beamtime

SSRL sample preparation laboratories:

https://www-ssrl.slac.stanford.edu/splab/home

Laboratory Access & Training:

- Online Course 204 

- Course 204 Practical (twice a day, contact Grace Tang)

Consumables:

- Some offered in the lab/at the beamline

- Please bring your own if you have any special requests

https://www-ssrl.slac.stanford.edu/splab/home


Coming to SLAC

Before traveling to SLAC, provide or update your user information through the user portal (this

must be completed prior to arrival).

Ensure that you have correctly listed your current institution. If a user agreement with your

institution is not executed in advance, you will not be able to visit or participate in user experiments

at SLAC.

If you are the Proposal Spokesperson or Lead Contact, ensure that you have listed all your

experiment team members on your proposal AND indicated on your beam time support request who

will participate in your experiment on-site or through remote access as well as who needs lab

access or computer accounts. Only approved users on eligible proposals can visit SLAC.

New user registration requests and beam time/support requests listing proposal team members

who plan to be on-site MUST BE SUBMITTED AT LEAST 14 DAYS BEFORE ANY PLANNED

VISITS.

Anticipate that user check-in at the SLAC VUE Center/Badging Office can take several hours, so

please plan accordingly.



Coming to SLAC

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR FOREIGN NATIONALS:

Foreign nationals must arrive at the VUE Center for check-in with their CV and passport/visa

documents during regular buisness hours (Monday-Friday, 7 am- 4 pm). Evening and weekend

check-in is NOT available.

The Department of Energy (DOE) requires all foreign nationals (non-U.S. citizens) looking to

conduct work on-site at SLAC to provide their curriculum vitae (email (link sends e-mail) and bring CV

to SLAC). Please ensure that all academic and employment activities since college

(Associate/Bachelor or equivalent) are listed chronologically with no gaps in time, including

month/year and relevant area(s) of science or technology. Please do NOT include protected personal

identification information such as birthdate, government ID or passport/visa numbers. CVs will be

uploaded to the DOE's Foreign Access Central Tracking System (FACTS). By submitting this

information, you consent to SLAC providing this information to the DOE.

Advance approval is required for users who were born in, are citizens of, or have had afffiliations

with Iran, North Korea, Sudan or Syria.

EACH RUN YEAR (October-September), bring original ID for verification at the SLAC VUE Center.



Questions


