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  Safely Building the Future

	Date:     
	3-16-07

	TO:       
	Bob Law

	FROM:
	Morgan Spaman

Andrew Leone

	RE:        
	Affholder: Eye lid infection


Background of Incident

At approximately 2:30 in the afternoon Toby Heidish was shooting wet shotcrete when some back splash, from the shotcreting application, landed on the top of his face shield. Toby then looked up at which time the piece of shotcrete on his face shield fell behind his safety glasses and came in contact with his eye. Toby immediately rubbed his eye to get rid of the wet shotcrete. Toby did not feel any discomfort or pain nor was his vision blurred from the shotcrete that was removed from his eye. Toby continued with the shotcrete application.

On Thursday, 3-8-07, Toby did not feel any discomfort in his eye nor was his vision blurred in any way. Toby did notice that his eye lid was a little red and appeared to be a little swollen. At which time he informed Mike Seeley, Affholder Safety, that a piece of shotcrete had come in contact with his eye on Wednesday 3-7-07 while he was applying the shotcrete. Mike Seeley asked Toby if he wanted to go to the clinic to get it checked by a doctor. Toby did not want to go to the clinic at that point in time. Mike Seeley said that the condition of his eye and eye lid would be monitored throughout the day. No visible increase in swelling and/or discoloration of the eye lid was observed that day.

The following day, 3-9-07, Toby did not feel any discomfort or pain but there was an increase in discoloration and swelling of his eye lid. Prior to the start of the shift Toby met with Mike Seeley to make him aware of the condition. Mike Seeley Immediately informed Turner Safety, Morgan Spaman and went to the Occupational Health clinic to seek medical assistance. 

Doctor Thomas Marsella determined that Toby was exposed to an irritant which caused the swelling, redness and infection in his right eye lid. Doctor Thomas Marsella prescribed antibiotics for his eye lid. Toby returned to full duty on 3-9-07 and was discharged following his second visit to Doctor Thomas Marsella on Tuesday, 3-13-07.
Incident Review/Recommendations
In reviewing this incident it is apparent that Affholder took all of necessary precautions to ensure appropriate face and eye protection was provided to Toby for this particular application. However, there are some improvements to this application which can be implemented to prevent this type of injury from occurring again. Providing the worker with safety goggles which provides a seal against the workers forehead would prevent shotcrete or any other material from coming in contact with the workers eyes. The use of the face shield will still be used during the shotcreting application. 
It is our recommendation to Affholder that they re-orientate their workers on the location and proper use of the eye wash station. If Toby had used the eye wash station it might have prevented the infection in his eye lid from occurring.

Affholder Corrective Actions
Affholder has been proactive in preventing this injury from occurring again. They recently purchased six pairs of safety goggles which create a seal against the workers forehead. They will replace the safety glasses with the safety goggles.  The face shield will still be used during the application of shotcrete. 
Immediately after discovering the cause of the injury, Affholder re-orientated all of their workers on the locations of the eye wash stations and emphasized the need to wash out their eyes whenever a foreign object comes in contact with them.  
